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Academic Highlitghts
All on the XIII international GUIDE conference in Rome
Guglielmo Marconi University hosted the XIII International GUIDE
Conference in Rome on May 3rd and 4th 2018. The conference
welcomed universities coming from all over the globe including
Austria, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Germany, Guatemala,
India, Italy, Poland, Spain and the U.S.A. The two-day conference
featured 26 Academic Presentations educating the 60 participants
on the Fourth Industrial Revolution by addressing topics such as
the new pedagogical approaches developing in the digital era, as
well as Educational Robotics and Educational strategies for smart
manufacturing. Amongst the notable speakers there were Dr. Aditi
Pathak, from UNESCO MGIEP, Dr. Vito Borelli, from the European
Commission, Dr. Igor Danilov and Arturo Lavalle, International
Relation, Research and Development Coordinator at GMU. The
focus of the conference was centered around the impact of new
technologies on educational strategies, on professional skills and competences, and on the development of new jobs in the
4TH Industrial Revolution. In addition, the speakers stressed the growing importance of virtual labs as immersive tools for longdistance education, including gamification, as the means of making the learning experience more challenging and stimulating.
The event was characterized by longitudinal research projects based on strong visual examples, case studies and hands-on
experiences, rather than on conceptual knowledge, allowing a greater comprehension and exchange between the academic
and the professional spheres. The conference concluded with a progressive statement on the Internationalization of Higher
Education that sees the launch of a virtual mobility initiative involving the members of GUIDE and the educational institutions
who wish to participate.
For further information, please send an email to k.digiorgio@unimarconi.it
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1st summer school in Entrepreneurship and Digital Innovation Amidst an Economic Crisis
Guglielmo Marconi, the TEI of Western Greece and Digital
Innovation Laboratory co-organized the 1st Summer
School in Entrepreneurship and Digital Innovation, hosted
by Entrepreneurship the Summer School. The laboratory
was a one-week intensive programme that aimed at
improving the linkages between new entrepreneurs
with top niche technologies. The objective of the event
was to target people interested in start-up businesses
and to stimulate the circulation of innovative ideas. The
programme was divided in two sections, the morning
lectures focused on specific topics related to issues like,
marketing, coaching, financing etc., while the afternoon
workshops aimed at putting theoretical knowledge into
practice, availing of real life examples. All sessions were
delivered by University Lecturers, trained teachers and
professionals. In addition, successful entrepreneurs
shared their views and ideas with the participants in a special lecture about ‘how to become successful’. The most innovative
and creative idea was awarded with the preparation and launch of the business plan by an experienced team of consultants in
order aviate the engine of the new entrepreneurs. The event involved 40 participants coming from a variety of backgrounds.
The evaluation was rather successful and the feedback of the participants more than enthusiastic. The organizers and Marconi
University are looking forward for the 2nd Summer School next year, something that will turn this event into an institution.
Marconi University was represented by four significant staff members. First, Dr. Arturo Lavalle’s presentation was about the
“Ongoing Learning, Education and its interconnections with the real economy.” Lavalle, had the chance to present and promote
in the most effective way the vision of Marconi University. In this line, Dr Geropanta spoke about three correlated topics: ICT,
Exponential Growth, Smart cities. Her case studies revealed the impact of ICT in Rome, new ways of mapping relations of
various stakeholders at an urban scale and ideas for entrepreneurship ecosystems that are linked with strategies for urban
regeneration and cultural revival. Dr Christos Kallandranis presented part of his research regarding the “Issues of Credit Rationing
in SMEs,” Fintech companies, innovative ways to raise funds for financially constrained firms
etc. Finally, Dr Ioannis Rizomyliotis, by depicting a landscape where modern businesses need to
integrate new technologies into traditional models, he highlighted the need for critical thought
in adopting sophisticated practices in marketing. The feedback from the participants exceeded
our expectations. In addition, Dr Antonis Livieratos, CEO of Saint Startup, engaged participants
into the idea of lean startup and the relevant tools leading an idea into a product and a product
into a business (business model canvas, minimum viable product etc.). Finally, participants
had the opportunity to work with Saint Startup (www.saintstartup.com) a free web application
based on lean startup that is leading early stage startups from the idea to the market. Caterina
Kostoula, a former Executive Coach and a Global Business Leader at Google London with $1Bn
portfolio introduced the participants to an interactive workshop about coaching and success.
Participants were given the opportunity to define success for themselves and prioritize their five
most important values so that they can align their business and life decisions to them. Finally,
Dr Ioannis Kostopoulos, analyzed the effect of Public Relations and Corporate Governance in
conjunction with the introduction of new technologies in start-up businesses.
For further information, please send an email to v.geropanta@unimarconi.it
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Executive breakfast
On June 18th 2018, Guglielmo Marconi University, hosted in Sala Giulio
Cesare at Via Vittoria Colonna, the prestigious Executive Breakfast on the
“Cooperative Actions towards Development” carried out by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in the European Union Politics realm. Renato Giovannini,
Dean of the Law Faculty at Guglielmo Marconi University, moderated the debate, introduced core themes and contributed to
final considerations. Guglielmo Marconi University had the honor to
work with the notable guest speaker Giorgio Marripodi, the General
Director of Cooperative Actions towards the development of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The inclusive economic Cooperation
towards developing Countries as well as the creation of potential
synergies with Multilateral Organisms have now become the main
goals prioritized by the European Union, and Italy demonstrated to be
a valuable supporter, actively participating in pursuit of the cause. The
purpose of the Breakfast was to present the next Italian objectives and
strategies including an investment plan for Italian companies aimed at
third countries’ local sustainable development.
For further information, please send an email to i.reggiani@unimarconi.it

16th SymOrg 2018: Doing Business in the Digital Age, challenges, approaches and solutions
The last meeting of the XVI International Symposium
SymOrg 2018 was held on June 10th, 2018 in “Ratko
Mitrovic” Zlatibor, Serbia. The conference focused on the
challenges faced by business in the digital age, presenting
92 scientific research papers, on potential solutions and
approaches regarding the topic. Arturo Lavalle, Head of
Research&Development Department, alongside Professor
Simone Labella at Guglielmo Marconi University joined the
meeting focusing on Industry 4.0 competence demand:
the importance of training of trainers and Disclosure on
Intellectual Capital in the Age of Industry 4.0.
They paid attention to Italy’s imminent need for new
approaches and solutions in order to provide students with
qualified training and to stay competitive in the Industry
4.0. They also addressed the relevance of the Intellectual
Capital (IC) speaking about competitive businesses and
markets in the age of exploitation of resources.
For further information, please send an email to a.lavalle@unimarconi.it
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Video capture: providing exciting learning opportunities for all student’s needs

In the article “Engaging and retaining students through video
capture” Linda Storey explores the transformations that have
occurred in Higher Education during the past 10 years. Storey
highlights how international student mobility, recruitment
trends and regional and global graduate employability have
undergone drastic changes that have opened new routes to
extend participation in Higher Education. Storey proposes a
lecture-capture approach in order to provide personalization
and widen participation for all. Lecture-capture or video
capture is a flexible approach, providing exciting learning
opportunities for all student’s needs. For example, video
lectures could be useful for undergraduates who work and
study. For International students who might need extra
support while learning a second (or third) language. For
students who wish to review a lecture during their commute
or double check terminology. In brief, the possibility to access,
review and interact with course material flexibly, offers
personalized learning schedules, extending participation
to students with diverse necessities. Guglielmo Marconi
University’s strategy also involves video-capture lessons that
enhance participation and improve learning objective by meeting all student’s needs. In fact, there is more to video lectures than
what meets the eye.
Now a days, Universities have the opportunity to utilize a vast array of interactive tools to increase engagement and access
on learning platforms. Let’s take live-streaming, if students are unable to attend class, they can still be part of the lecture and
participate by asking question as it is happening. Live-streaming transcends space and time barriers allowing students to access
learning from all over the world.
For further information, please send an email to i.reggiani@unimarconi.it
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Spotlight on Research
International staff week at the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
Guglielmo Marconi University participated at the E+ program event, the
International Staff Week, hosted by the Universidad Politécnica de Madrid
from June 17th to June 22nd 2018. The event saw the participation of
universities and higher institutions representatives from countries including:
Italy, Germany, Portugal, Tunisia, Algeria, UK, Poland, China, Czech Republic
and Russia. Professor Alberto Almendra, Erasmus Institutional Coordinator
at UPM, focused on Industry 4.0, rising awareness on internationalization
needs and on the implementation of new tools and practices, both within
and beyond the EU and non-EU Erasmus program’s framework. In this
respect, the students of Ingeniería y Diseño Industrial ETSIDI, accomplished
a remarkable project that saw the creation of a racing motorbike (image on
the left), used in several completions. In fact, digitalization supports new educational strategies, it reduces physical distance and
it grants immediate access to higher education, improving active participation and inclusiveness.
For further information, please send an email to b.canacari@unimarconi.it
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Brights IV project meeting in Athens: experimental phase highlights
The Hellenic Professionals Informatics Society (HePIS), hosted on
June 7th and 8th, the fourth BRIGHTS (Boosting Global Citizenship
Education Using Digital Storytelling) project meeting in Athens,
Greece. The objective of the two-day meeting was to provide
the partnering groups the opportunity to review the activities
implemented so far, with a specific interest towards the piloting phase
and status of the project. In fact, the partners focused on presenting
the results obtained with the teacher training system involving the
BRIGHTS MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) and face-to face
lessons Global Citizenship Education and Digital Storytelling. In brief,
the results demonstrated that 535 teachers/trainers coming from the
four project countries (Greece, Belgium, Croatia, and Italy) benefited
from the BRIGHTS MOOC. In addition, 98% of them evaluated as
worthwhile the organization, the learning outcomes and the learning material, and declared that they would be interested in
taking part in a similar course in the future. However, while the Face-to-Face training phase is ongoing in some of the partnering
countries, the total target of 100 teachers trained – that is 25 teachers per country – will most likely be reached. BRIGHTS
initiated on March 2018 and currently, alongside students, youngsters and teachers, we entered the final stage of digital story
creation that will conclude in August 2018. In this final stage, the pupils, alongside BRIGHTS trained teachers, are creating digital
stories on Global Citizenship and will then participate at the BRIGHTS Contest awards. The four national winners will receive their
award at the “BRIGHTS Awards Ceremony for the best digital story”, which will take place on October 18th, during the renowned
ALL DIGITAL Summit in Brussels.
For further information, please visit the official website: http://www.brights-project.eu/
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eVET: bridging the gaps between education and work force
Guglielmo Marconi University had the pleasure to work as one of the
project partners of the two-year project eVET, co-funded by the EU
Commission within the Erasmus+ Programme and coordinated by
the Governorship of Istanbul. The eVET project (Online Vocational
Education and Training platform) aims at building an online platform
that can ease the liaison process between VET schools and the labour
market though the implementation of VET mobility projects. The
project involves three partners from Turkey (the applicant, Bogazici
University and Ortakoy Zubeyde vocational school), one from
Germany (Euregio-Berufsbildung e.V.) and on from Italy (USGM). The
German partner hosted the second project meeting in Aachen (2324 May 2018) that focused on the future of the exchange platform,
during which the project partners discussed the development phase
of the eVET project. The next project meeting will be held in September in Rome at USGM premises.
For further information, please send an email to progettieuropei@unimarconi.it

Glance at the Future
Horizon Europe - The next research and innovation framework programme
Horizon Europe, is a financing program, for the
years 2021-2027, aimed at boosting research
and innovation in Europe. The Commission
published its proposal for Horizon Europe, an
ambitious €100 billion research and innovation
programme that will succeed Horizon 2020.
The proposal was made as part of the next
EU long-term budget actions, the multiannual
financial framework (MFF). The program aims
at augmenting scientific, economic and social
ambitions of European research, through the prestigious
scholarship Marie Sklodowska-Curie, and through the
joint actions of the Research Centre. Horizon Europe will
incorporate policy missions to ensure the effectiveness of
research and innovation funding by pursuing clearly defined
targets. The Commission has engaged policy experts to
develop studies, case studies and reports on how a missionoriented policy approach will work.

For further information, refer to the following link https://ec.europa.eu/info/node/71880

GMU Magazine has been released with the contribution of all
academic staff and partners around the world, if you wish to
contribute higlighting any important news in accordance with the
line of the release, please do not haesitate to contact us sending an
email to i.reggiani@unimarconi.it

