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Academic Highlitghts
CONCLUSIVE “DATA-DRIVEN INNOVATION IN THE INDUSTRY 4.0” LESSON
“Data-driven Innovation in the Industry 4.0” was a 10-day training
course focusing on data-driven analysis applied to the various
University departments including engineering, economy, legal
and humanistic sciences. The last lesson was held on December
14th, 2018 and treated the impact of digital transformation on
Project Management, the importance of including Big Data and
Data Analytics in Project Management Strategy, the new set of
skills required by Project Manger 4.0, Project Manager in SME
and it concluded with
the presentation of indepth case studies.
The conclusive lesson
saw the participation
of illustrious relators including Arturo Lavalle, Research and Development Area
Coordinator, Gabriele Provinciali, Solution Architect, Oracle – Innovation Solution Team,
Michele Petrocelli, Political Economy and Monetary Economy Professor at Unimarconi,
Paolo Fedi, Founder Innovation Strategy Advisor and member of CDA Manager Italia,
and last but not least Claudia De Davide, CEO of Akhet s.r.l. The relators respectively
tackled crucial Industry 4.0 topics including, digital transformation, project society and
the future of project management; species evolution and web services on a global
scale; innovative project management, social sciences in relation to business; big data and lastly, case studies in the field of
archeological intervention. The lesson was highly stimulating, providing the participants fundamental knowledge, skills and
hands-on cases applicable to the everyday life. With this in mind on January 25th, 2018, the students are invited to join the round
table to draw the final conclusions and receive the participation certificates.
For further information please visit the link https://www.marconindustry4punto0.it/

ROUND TABLE COURSE USGM “DATA DRIVEN INNOVATION IN THE INDUSTRY 4.0”
Enterprises are currently dealing with an unprecedented wave change fueled
by the global economy, by the massive generational change of the workface,
and by the relentless progression of technology. According to a recent PMI
study, data-driven approaches rank amongst the six most important skills of
the current digital ecosystem. For these reasons, it is important to comprehend
the managing levels and the value of
the data available to a company, how
organizational cultures are changing (if they are changing), which are the professional
profiles and which the competences necessary to respond effectively to the current
time period. Guglielmo Marconi University, in collaboration with AstraRicerche and
MANAGERITALIA, conducted a survey on data use. The results were discussed at the
Round Table on January 25th, 2019 at Via Vittoria Colonna 11, Roma, to conclude the
Course USGM “Data driven innovation in the Industry 4.0”.
For further information please visit the link https://www.marconindustry4punto0.it/
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SEALED MoU DEAL BETWEEN USGM, CITY UNITY COLLEGE AND THE ARAB ACADEMY FOR SCIENCE,
TECHNOLOGY & MARITIME TRANSPORT
At the 7th Arab-Hellenic Forum held in Athens on 27-28th November, a MoU between
Università degli Studi “Guglielmo Marconi”, City Unity College of Athens and the Arab Academy
for Science, Technology & Maritime Transport (cross country institution headquartered
in Alexandria, Egypt but belonging to the Arab League) was officially sealed. The strategic
collaboration envisions the development of joint
programs and courses both in Rome and Athens,
specifically working towards the development of
special courses based on the expertise and experience of all Parties in Deck, Engine
and Operational Management for Marine and Offshore sectors. The development
of this relationship explores the potentials and the respective academic and
educational needs, crucial in the Mediterranean Region and beyond.

ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY 4.0: ITALIAN MECHANICAL INDUSTRIES AND CASE STUDIES
ON FUTURE APPLICATIONS

Esteemed Dr. Citti, head of the School of Science and Applied Technologies at GMU of Prato, Florence, in collaboration with
BHGE (Baker Hughes a GE Company), and thanks to expertise of Federmanager Toscana, organized a very interesting meeting
regarding Additive Manufacturing in the realm of Industry 4.0. The meeting will be held in Florence on February 22nd, 2019 at the
Auditorium Florence Learning Center. The objective of the event is to become, through the presentation of top tier companies
experiences that operate using this technology, a confrontation and aggregation opportunity, also for SME. The shared goal is to
create Additive Manufacturing experts, together with companies (FCA, FERRARI, PIAGGIO, ANSALDO ENERGIA, AVIO AEREO e
BHGE), but also with research centers (Politecnico di Milano, Politecnico di Torino, Università di Pisa, Università di Firenze, RINA/
CSM and Università degli Studi Guglielmo Marconi), and grant those who wish to understand better this innovative technology,
but also who wish to analyze the potentials of AM, a common-expertise ground in Italy.
For further information please send an email p.citti@unimarconi.it
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A DANGEROUS GAME: THE FUNDING CRISIS IN THE US EDUCATION SYSTEM
In the article “International student tuition
and the funding crisis to come”, published
on University World News, Paul Schulmann
analyses the pending funding crisis affecting
the United States’ Higher Education system.
The combination of reduced state support,
increasing reliance on tuition fee revenue
and decreasing domestic and international
enrolment is causing severe financial
consequences. While tuitions fees provide
state support, students graduate with a
total of US$1.5 trillion of debt and economic
The social media monthly
preclusion from tertiary education. In
fact, according to the National Center for Education Statistics data, from the 2012-13 to the 2017-18 academic year,
domestic enrolment declined 8.3%, further widening the gap between investment and restitution. For this reason, US
education is greatly relaying on international students who pay for their education three times more than their domestic
counterparts. This is a dangerous game because the discourse around international students is transforming them into
‘customers’, further decreasing enrolment and trust in the American tuition-fee-based funding model. This strategy will
not only decrease international students revenue, but it will have repercussions throughout society and the economy as
the population of college-educated Americans reduces and the level of student debt grows.
For more information visit the link http://www.universityworldnews.com/article.php?story=20181115092307517

Spotlight on Research
eVET 4th PROJECT MEETING IN ISTANBUL
Guglielmo Marconi University’s Research and Development Area,
participated at the 4th meeting of Erasmus+ KA202 Evet project
that took place in Istanbul on November 2829, 2018. eVET’s main objective is to create
an online platform (bases on the eTwinning
model) that connects professional schools
with the employment world more rapidly.
This contact will also facilitate student’s
and professional schools’ mobility towards
working realities adequate to their needs, granting students a tailored training opportunity. eVET is
available 24/7 to all the people interested in the platform services. The meeting regarding the functions
of the platform and the exploitation of the services offered by Web 2.0, was held in the beautiful campus
of Bogazici University in Istanbul that saw the participation of the Italian and German partners.
For further information please send an email to f.funghi@unimarconi.it or to m.fasciani@unimarconi.it
or to progettieuropei@unimarconi
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BRIGHTS PROJECT FINAL DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES AND FOCUS GROUP ON POLICY
RECOMMENDATIONS
BRIGHTS project reached the conclusive phase on
December 30th, 2018. During the past months Guglielmo
Marconi University participated to several meetings and
events, promoting the incredible results achieved by
Global Citizenship Education through Digital Storytelling.
Amongst the several events where BRIGHTS was
promoted, one worth noticing occurred on December
7th, 2018 during lesson n.8 of the training course on
Data-driven Innovation in Industry 4.0. From data to
information: enabling technologies, competences
and perspectives, organized by Guglielmo Marconi
University. The representatives of the project, Ms.
Funghi and Ms. Cella, presented BRIGHTS to the vast
audience, ably
introducing the concept of digital storytelling by showing the practical examples
produced by the students, precisely the four stories that won the national BRIGHTS
Contest. During the Industry 4.0 lesson, FINAC project partners attended the
presentation, expanding BRIGHTS horizons also towards Albanian and Serbian
partners, triggering perhaps the chance of a future collaboration. Nonetheless, on
December 17th, 2018, Guglielmo Marconi hosted in Via Paolo Emilio, in association
with Centro Studi Città of Foligno, and with BRIGHTS project, a focus group on Policy
Recommendations. This meeting gave the partners the opportunity to share feedback
on the development of Global Citizenship Education and on the Digital Storytelling
in Italy, as well as to discuss the recommendation documents involving the project,
boosting promotion and triggering interest around this innovative approach and skill.
For further information please send an email to
f.funghi@unimarconi.it or to s.cella@unimarconi.it or visit the link www.brights-project.eu

SECOND STUDY VISIT OF FINAC PROJECT AT MARCONI UNIVERSITY OF ROME
FINAC second study visit was hosted by Guglielmo Marconi University in Rome, from
December 11 – 15, 2018. The conference focused on e-learning methodologies
and on the technologies available to improve Higher Education, as well on covering
relevant practices, innovative projects and studies. Amongst the illustrious orators,
Professor Ugolini, from Guglielmo Marconi University gave an introductory
speech regarding e-learning’s historical and theoretical background. There were also several orators from the Research and
Development Area at GMU, including Dr. Funghi and Dr. Cella, who
presented BRIGHTS project on Global Citizenship Education and
digital storytelling, Dr. Fasciani, who presented eVET, an online
vocational education platform connecting students with the work
force and Dr. Reggiani, who presented Industry 4.0 academic
initiative and Beehive project that fosters entrepreneurship in
Asian Universities. Nonetheless, Dr. Susanna Correnti, project
manager, presented PROFIC, a thought provoking speech on
professional development in Intercultural Competences in HE
institutions. During the event, USGM also released the upgraded version of the e-learning platform, providing information
regarding the new features and the student-friendly improvements. The conclusive steps of the study visit, involved the Marconi
Studios tour, GMU’s video and multimedia contents production center, and the challenging lecture on “Data-Driven innovation in
the Industry 4.0: Big Data & Project management lead by Dr. Arturo Lavalle, Head of the R&D department.
For further information, please visit the official website http://finac.org.rs

MAGAZINE FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

N°1 - D E C E M B E R/J A N U A RY 2018/19

G U G L I E L M O M A RCONI

UNIVERSITY

magazine

TECHNOLOGICAL EVOLUTION: HOW IS THE WORLD IS CATCHING UP?
Technology has always been a major factor playing
alongside mankind’s evolution. In fact, despite the
conflicting opinions, technology definitely plays
a pivotal part in the advancement of education
worldwide. Whereas there are still some parts of the
world that struggle to uphold this legitimate right,
technology has definitely enabled access, learning
and training opportunities for everyone. Let’s think
about the student working, or the affirmed business
man, or the stay home mom, or the student who lives
in another part of the world, each of these individuals
share something in common, and it is the possibility to
access education from wherever they are and at any
time they need. In fact, thanks to online training systems, students no longer have to be physically present in class, but can
attend lectures simply using internet connection. However, “simply” would be an understatement. It was not always this easy
to access education nor was online training encouraged as much as it is today. In fact, here we could effectively speak of a
technological evolution that ultimately shaped the methods and skills necessary in the world we live in today. With this in mind,
the multiple devices available, such as Smart Phones, Tablets, iPads and Computers, also contribute to improve access to
education and facilitate participation across the Globe. While some may privilege the traditional teaching methods, seeing it as
the purest form of learning, it is undeniable that technology has bridge the gaps of educational inequalities. However, while gaps
are being closed in education, when it comes to privacy and regulations, law makers are struggling to keep up with the speed of
technological and social change.
Avibrata Chanda
Dubai, United Arab Emirates
For further information please send an email to avibrata.chanda@hotmail.com

Glance at the Future
CALL FOR PROPOSALS ERASMUS+ 2019
TThe European Union’s Erasmus+ programme is a
funding system, supporting activities in the fields of
Education, Training, Youth and Sport. The Programme
provides three Key Actions, including Mobility,
Cooperation and Policy and two additional ones Jean
Monnet and Sports Actions.
Below find interesting open Calls for proposals:
Erasmus+ - Key Action 2 - Knowledge Alliances
Knowledge alliances are transnational and result-driven activities between higher education institutions and businesses.
Knowledge Alliances support cooperation between organizations established in Programme Countries, and allow Partner
Countries to contribute as partners (not as applicants) as long as they bring essential added value to the project. The projects
are open to any discipline, sector and to cross-sectoral cooperation and they aim at strengthening Europe’s innovation capacity
and at fostering innovation in higher education and business.
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The application deadline is on February 28th, 2019 at 12:00 midday Brussels time (for projects starting on 1/11/2019 or
01/01/2020).

Jean Monnet - Activities 2019
Jean Monnet Activities include, Chair, Centres of Excellence, Support to associations, Modules, Networks and Projects.
Below find information regarding the individual activities:
Jean Monnet – Chair: A Jean Monnet Chair is a teaching post with a specialization in European Union studies for university
professors. It can only be held by one professor, who must provide the minimum of 90 teaching hours per academic year
over a period of three consecutive years.
Jean Monnet – Centres of Excellence: A Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence is a focal point of competence and knowledge
on European Union subjects. It brings together high-level experts to create links between the various disciplines and
resources in European studies and to form links with academic institutions in other countries.
Jean Monnet – Support Associations: Jean Monnet supports associations that contribute to the study of the European
integration process. Associations should be interdisciplinary and open to all interested professors, teachers and
researchers.
Jean Monnet – Modules: A Jean Monnet Module is a short teaching programme (or course) in the field of European Union
studies at a higher education institution. Each Module has a minimum duration of 40 teaching hours per academic year
and must focus on one particular discipline in European studies or be multidisciplinary requiring the academic input of
several professors and experts.
Jean Monnet – Networks: Jean Monnet Networks foster the creation and development of consortia of international
players (Higher Education Institutions, Centres of Excellence, departments, teams, individual experts, etc.) in the area of
European Union studies in order to gather information, exchange practices, build knowledge and promote the European
integration process across the world.
Jean Monnet – Projects: Jean Monnet Projects support innovation, cross-fertilization and the spread of European Union
content.

Organisations wishing to apply for Jean Monnet Activities are invited to submit applications online by 22 February 2019, 12:00
noon (CET) to the Education, Audio-visual and Culture Executive Agency in Brussels.
For more information visit the link https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/erasmus-plus/funding_en

GMU Magazine has been released with the contribution of all
academic staff and partners around the world, if you wish to
contribute higlighting any important news in accordance with the
line of the release, please do not haesitate to contact us sending an
email to i.reggiani@unimarconi.it

