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Academic Highlights
PROFESSOR BILL AULET TALKS ENTREPRENEURSHIP: THE SPIRIT OF A PIRATE THE SKILLS OF A
NAVY SEAL
On March 25th, 2019, Guglielmo Marconi University had the pleasure to host, in
collaboration with MANAGERITALIA Roma, a very pertinent and inspiring event on
entrepreneurial discipline, perspectives and methods. The event was guided by Professor
Bill Aulet, Managing Director of the Martin Trust Center for Entrepreneurship at MIT and
Professor of the Practice at the MIT Sloan School of Management and MIT Sloan Executive
Education, who also authored “Disciplined Entrepreneurship: 24 Steps to a Successful
Startup”, that was translated in 18 languages. Professor Aulet’s 25-year successful
business career at IBM lead him to become an award-winning educator and author,
whose views are changing how entrepreneurship is understood, taught and practiced
around the world. According to Professor Aulet “there is no gene or DNA that makes you
an entrepreneur; it’s actually what you are exposed to that makes you one, its nurture and
not nature”. The speech focused
around four fundamental points:
(1) Heart, the entrepreneurial
drive has to start from within; (2)
Creative Irreverence, the willingness to be different; (3) Break the rules,
the audacity to act differently and (4) Skills, the discipline to execute.
According to Professor Aulet, the essence of entrepreneurship is
“to have the spirit of a pirate […] and the executions skills of a Navy
Seal”. The event saw the participation of Roberto Saliola, President
of Manageritalia, of Arturo Lavalle, coordinator of the research and
development area at GMU, and of Alessandra Berto, representative
of Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane and boot camper at the innovation
program at MIT.
For more information please visit the following links www.disciplinedentrepreneurship.com and www.d-eship.com

GMU GOES TO DUBAI: UNIVERSITY COLLEGE GRADUATION DAY
On March 1st, 2019 Westford University College (WUC) and partner
institutions hosted the MBA graduation ceremony for nearly 63 students
from over 20 countries. It was a memorable event to see the class of
2019 graduate with MBA degrees in collaboration with Guglielmo Marconi
University at the prestigious location Sharjah Chamber of Commerce. The
theme of the ceremony centered on ‘Finding inspiration and managing
change,’ gently transitioning the graduates into this new phase of their
life. Professor Rainer
Masera,
Dean
of
Faculty of Economics
at Guglielmo Marconi
University,
in
his
keynote speech, encouraged students to become pioneers of change and
congratulated the students for concluding a challenging but enriching journey.
Prof. Masera also highlighted the importance of studying in a globalized
environment that nurtures students with the willingness and the enthusiasm
to inspire change. Col. Anil Ahluwalia, the Academic Director of Westford
University College, advised the graduates to keep working hard to accomplish
future goals and dreams.
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Nonetheless, Professor William Painter, the Dean of Westford
University College continued by reminding the class of 2019 that they
are now empowered to be leaders and not followers. Vilma Ramos
graduated student from the Philippines, concluded the ceremony
by thanking the Westford University College for guiding her into
finding her true self, through constant motivation and empowerment.
Michelle Valeria from Switzerland succeeded her fellow graduate,
praising the global academic environment that gave her the chance
to meet incredible people coming from different backgrounds and
cultures. As the ceremony ended, friends and family cheered the
graduates on stage as they went to collect their MBA degrees. The
event concluded with the cap tossing tradition.
For more information visit the link https://mywestford.com/news-letter/

GUGLIELMO MARCONI UNIVERSITY LAUNCHES THE ACADEMIC BLOG
Guglielmo Marconi University takes a step towards
digitalization and launches the online academic blog of the
homonymous university. The GMU blog is a valuable resource
that grants researchers and research activities to reach a
broader academic audience, one that goes beyond the standard
social media connections, fostering, through specific features,
academic dissemination. These features are powerful tools
that allow researchers to gain maximal visibility by indexing the
content of their posts in academic databases such as EBSCO
and specialized search engines such as ISIDORE, OAIster, and
DOAJ. The blog also offers researchers contributing to the
platform the opportunity to link ORCIDs to their posts. Also,
it promotes interdisciplinary exchange between scholars on
highly topical issues - such as new technologies, industry
4.0, innovation management, digital humanities - that are
drastically changing our society.
Moreover, the blog serves as a powerful communication tool promoting Guglielmo Marconi
University’s national and international projects and partnerships, fostering dialogue
between the research world and a wide range of audiences. The blog lives on the French
platform “Hypothèses,” that is home to a thousand academic blogs covering all areas of
humanities and social sciences. “Hypothèses” is part of a larger portal, “OpenEdition,” that
is a comprehensive digital publishing infrastructure for the dissemination of humanities and

social science publications.
We strongly encourage scholars at GMU and researchers participating in GMU’s projects to send in various types of contributions.
Join us online!
Please contact us with your ideas at this email address g.vertecchi@unimarconi.it
Visit the link https://gmu.hypotheses.org
Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MarconiUniversityOnline/
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ELITE UNIVERSITIES: ADMISSION SCANDAL IN THE UNITED STATES
In the article “Nationwide conspiracy to
cheat to get into elite universities” published
on University World News, Brendan O’Malley
reports that two students, Erica Olsen, and
Kalea Woods, have filed a class-action
lawsuit in response to the largest ever
college admissions cheating scandal to be
prosecuted in the United States. Athletic
coaches from Yale University, Stanford
University, the University of Southern
California (USC), Wake Forest University
USAToday
and Georgetown University, as well exams
administrators and dozens of parents including Hollywood celebrities Lori Loughlin, her husband fashion designer
Mossimo Giannulli and actress Felicity Huffman were implicated in the cheating scandal of US college entrance exams
and the admission to elite universities. According to Andrew E. Lelling, the United States attorney for the District of
Massachusetts, “the parents are the prime movers of this fraud,” who use their wealth to create a separate and unfair
admission process for their children. The admission scandal involved bribing SAT and ACT exam administrators; bribing
university athletic coaches and administrators and using the Singer’s charitable organization to conceal the nature and
source of the bribes. Ted Mitchell, American Council on Education President, stated: “If these allegations are true, they
violate the essential premise of a fair and transparent college admissions process. This alleged behavior is antithetical
to the core values of our institutions, defrauds students and families, and has no place in American higher education”.
The admission scandal in the United States not only degrades higher education institutions, but it also undermines to the
values of openness, scholarship, achievement, inclusion, and merit that these institutions stand for.
For more information visit the link
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20190313131516809

WORKSHOP ON “THERMAL TECHNOLOGIES, COGENERATION AND CONDITIONING IN THE
SCENARIO 4.0”
On March 6th, 2019, Guglielmo Marconi University hosted, in
collaboration with the Italian Thermotechnical Association and
Yanmar, the workshop on “Thermal Technologies, Cogeneration, and
Conditioning in 4.0 the Scenario”.
The workshop discussed the
advanced management systems
in smart contexts, such as the new systems and technologies available on the market that
connect machines and incredible exchange amounts of data. Also, Professor Enrico Bocci
took the opportunity to announce the start of BLAZE project (“Biomass Low-cost Advanced
Zero Emission small-to-medium scale integrated gasifier-fuel cell combined heat and
power plant”), coordinated by Guglielmo Marconi University of Rome and financed by the
Horizon 2020 European Programme.
For further information please send an email to segreteria@atinazionale.it
or e.bocci@unimarconi.it
or visit the links https://www.atinazionale.it/ www.balzeproject.eu
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FLORENCE LEARNING CENTER: ADDITIVE MANUFACTURING
On February 22nd, 2019 esteemed Prof. Paolo Citti, head
of the School of Sciences and Applied Technologies
at GMU of Prato, Florence, in collaboration with
BHGE (Baker Hughes a GE Company), and thanks
to the expertise of Federmanager Toscana, held a
meeting regarding Additive Manufacturing (AM) in the
realm of Industry 4.0. The meeting was a moment of
authoritative comparison between the applications of
Additive Manufacturing in companies with the likes of
BHGE, FCA, Piaggio, Ansaldo Energia, and Avio Aero.
These companies –while they are engaged on different
fronts with different projects – share a realization
process that exceeds by quality and precision,
efficiency and sustainability, current traditional
production processes. The objective of the event was
to provide a confrontation and aggregation opportunity
for SME, by sharing top tier companies research experiences and cases on additive production. Nonetheless, universities
and research centers such as the Polytechnic of Milan, Polytechnic of Turin, University of Pisa, University of Florence,
RINA / CSM and Guglielmo Marconi University, highlighted how
this technology, playing alongside traditional production methods,
translates into a significant competitive advantage for the national
industrial system. As proven by these companies, AM has the same
impact as other 4.0 technologies in freeing economic values that are
still “hidden.” The shared goal is to create Additive Manufacturing
experts by uniting companies with research centers and provide
those who wish to understand better the potentials of this innovation
a common-expertise ground in Italy.
For further information contact
p.citti@unimarconi.it
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Spotlight on Research
GMU HOSTS BLAZE PROJECT KICK-OFF MEETING IN ROME
On March 21st and 22nd, 2019, Guglielmo
Marconi University launched BLAZE project
(Biomass Low cost Advanced Zero Emission
small-to-medium scale integrated gasifier-fuel
cell combined heat and power plant) kick-off
meeting coordinated by Enrico Bocci, Associate
Professor of Thermo-Electrochemical conversion
systems and head of the Laboratory of Applied
Science and Technologies at Guglielmo Marconi
University. Daniel Maravel, Innovation and
Networks Executive Agency (INEA) from the
European Commission, contributed as a guest
speaker at the event, welcoming partners coming
from both the academic and public research
field including Università degli Studi dell’Aquila
(Italy) and the École Polytechnique Fédérale
Lausanne (Switzerland). As well as experts in
technical-economic and environmental impact
assessments such as ENEA, the Italian National
Agency for New Technologies, the Energy and
Sustainable Economic Development (Italy),
Walter Tosto (Italy) representing the industrial
realm, SOLIDpower (Switzerland), HyGear (The
Netherlands), the Vertech Group (France) and
European Biomass Association (Belgium),
ensuring maximal dissemination and exploitation.
The Horizon 2020 call aims at developing advanced zero-emission cogeneration (CHP) technology in the capacity range from
small (25-100 kWe) to medium (0.1-5 MWe) by using low-cost and short-chain biomass feedstock. BLAZE will achieve these
results by combining the technology of gasification, carried out in bubbling fluidized bed reactor, with the technology of hightemperature solid oxide fuel cells (SOFC). The integration mentioned above, when brought to commercial maturity, will grant
double advantage of exploiting residual feedstock (e.g., agricultural and agro-industrial waste, residues from the maintenance of
forests and urban green, dry organic fraction of municipal solid waste) in the energy sector, maximizing profit and encouraging
the use of decentralized CHP production. These actions will contribute to achieving the goals set in the agenda 2030 and the
long-term objectives included in the Roadmap 2050 to accomplish the Low-Carbon Economy in Europe.
For further information contact e.bocci@unimarconi.it and progettieuropei@unimarconi.it or visit the link www.balzeproject.eu

BAM CONTINENTAL NETWORK COMMUNITY: STRENGTHENING ACADEMIC AND INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION POST-BREXIT
The British Academy of Management (BAM) is the leading authority in
the academic field of management in the UK. BAM supports national
and international communities of scholars in the management field,
with over 2000 members from 50 countries based abroad.
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The BAM Continental Network is BAM’s first international community, established to represents the organization in continental
Europe. It aims at strengthening academic cooperation by connecting scholars in the UK and continental Europe and at
developing a platform for knowledge exchange through regular inter- and transdisciplinary events on topics at the forefront
of management theory and practice. In this respect, the BAM Continental Network community is currently working on
strengthening academic and international cooperation in the post-BREXIT scenario. Weeks before UK’s scheduled exit from
the European Union, the need for continued scientific and research partners across the continent has been emphasized by the
British Academy of Management (BAM) as it launched a new Continental Network. On March 14th, 2019, the British Academy of
Management launched its new BAM Continental Network (CN) at the British Embassy in Berlin with an event on Management &
Work in a Digital World. Each speaker highlighted the importance of collaboration and learning for the management community,
to ensure businesses and society flourish in the face of the rapid digitization of work environments and everyday lives. The
event was hosted in cooperation with MÜNCHNER KREIS the leading independent platform providing orientation for decisionmakers in the digital world. The British Ambassador to Germany Sir Sebastian Wood claimed, “it is all the more important to
maintain international collaboration in these areas in the post-Brexit environment. I am delighted that the BAM Continental
Network is helping to make this happen.” BAM’s President, Professor Nic Beech, noted the “the Continental Network presents a
significant opportunity to connect contrasting social worlds of scholarship, practice, and policy” further stating that “in a digital
world, knowledge continuously flows across the boundaries of nations, disciplines, and practice. This network is dedicated to
increasing the flow of knowledge to produce impactful research, in this case combining advances in strategic leadership and
IT innovation.”
For further information contact policy@bam.ac.uk
or visit the link https://www.bam.ac.uk/
and https://www.bam.ac.uk/continental-network

MINERVA KICK OFF MEETING IN MOLDOVA
On March 4th, 2019, MINERVA project was officially launched in Chisinau, Moldova. The Erasmus+ program new capacity
building project aims at increasing efficiency, quality, and excellence of Research Management & Open Science in Moldovan
and Armenian Universities, considering present and future socio-economic needs of both countries, as well as the European
Union best practices in the fields. The kick-off meeting welcomed partners from Europe, Moldova, and Armenia and presented
the project’s main objectives. The long-term goals include mapping and assessing countries potential by analyzing the present
research and open science capacities of Moldovan and Armenian Universities, the examination of Moldovan and Armenian HE
capacity building, the transmission of European Know-how to academic staff, administrative staff and student and lastly, the
development of educational open science infrastructures of Moldovan and Armenian universities.
For further information contact project manager a.pezzati@unimarconi.it

MAGAZINE FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

N°3 - A P R I L 2019

G U G L I E L M O M A RCONI

UNIVERSITY

magazine

KUTEL KICK-OFF MEETING AT GUGLIELMO MARCONI UNIVERSITY
On February 25th and 26th, 2019 Guglielmo Marconi University
hosted KUTEL - “Kazakh Universities to foster quality assurance
processes in Technology Enhanced Learning” - kick-off meeting in
Rome. KUTEL is a three-year project co-funded by the European
Commission in the framework of the ERASMUS Plus Programme,
Key Action 2 “Capacity-building in the Field of Higher Education.”
The Project Consortium brings together 14 organizations, including
4 European countries - Italy, Bulgaria, Finland and Greece – and
10 Kazakhstan countries. The Kazakh organizations include 7
Universities from different areas of the country, such as the Ministry
of Science and Education, an Accreditation Agency and a Public Foundation. KUTEL aims at improving the quality and relevance
of technology-enhanced learning (TeL) in Kazakhstan higher education institutions, enabling inclusion into the European Higher
Education Area.
The project’s main objective is to improve, develop and implement accreditation standards, guidelines and procedures for quality
assurance of TeL courses and study programs at a national level. The project kick-off meeting was launched by Prof. Giovanni
Briganti who personally welcomed the 40 delegates coming from the partners’ institutions. The meeting was an opportunity for
the partners to know each other, to build cooperative links and overview main steps in terms of activities to implement and of
financial and administrative rules.
For more information contact s.cella@unimarconi.it
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THE NEW SILK ROAD AND THE MARITIME PATH

On May 6th, 2019, AREL, Research and Legislation Agency, and ITALIASEAN Association, will host, in collaboration with
Guglielmo Marconi University a conference on the development of the new silk road and the maritime path at Piazza Sant’Andrea
della Valle, in Rome.
The New Silk Road that unravels from China via land and sea aims at strengthening the ideal globalization: trade as the instrument
of peace, infrastructures to overcome backwardness. However, this new path raises many questions regarding military issues,
safety, the environmental impact, the location of populations, the use of water and energy resources without mentioning the
concerns given by the new geopolitical structures. The maritime journey jointly presents challenges and unknowns. Ships will
penetrate areas at high strategic tension, such as the South China Sea, the Strait of Malacca, the countries bordering the Indian
Ocean that also have controversial relations with India. The ten countries of south-east Asia will have to take new positions - for
which the usual pragmatism will not be enough - to avoid being prisoners of the dilemma that sees them depend on the United
States for security and on China for economic partnership. In the context of a complex and changing scenario, real opportunities
will emerge for Europe and specifically for the Italian country system.
The conference will see the participation of Sara Cristaldi, journalist, Co-director of Geoeconomics Observatory, of Enrico Letta,
President, Associazione Italia-Asean, Rainer Masera, Dean, Faculty of Economics at Guglielmo Marconi University, Marco
Chirullo, European Commission, Deputy Head of Unit, DG Trade, Gianfranco Di Vaio Head of Research and Studies, CDP and
Paolo Guglielminetti, PWC, Partner, Global Rail and Surface Transport leader.

Glance at the Future
MULTILINGUALISM AND LANGUAGE PLANNING: COMPARISON OF EXPERIENCES

With the advent of internationalization, new challenges are affecting language diversity in the contemporary world. Besides the
already existing complexities regarding historical minorities’ safeguard, now, the languages and cultures of migrant populations
demand further inquiry and examination.
The current year marks the twentieth anniversary of the 482/1999 law ‘Norms for the protection of historical linguistic minorities.’
Given the current situation, this event constitutes a critical moment to reflect on language policies in Italy, especially given the
recent migration crisis affecting the country. Guglielmo Marconi University will host the event in collaboration with the Sardinian
Association Federation (Federazione delle Associazione Sarde) and the Autonomous Region of Sardinia.
The conference will cover four thematic session including:
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1. Multilingualism
Multilingual situations, linguistic repertoires, linguistic attitudes and identity, language contact in plurilingualism situations.
2. Language policy abroad
Multilingual situations, with special focus on Europe and the Mediterranean basin, protection of minorities in national
legislation, linguistic rights, Corpus and Status planning, birth and protection of new minorities, local languages and protection,
minority languages and education, ‘visibility’ of minority languages;
3. The 482/1999 law: analysis and evaluation
Advantages and disadvantages of the law: linguistic and legal implications, evaluation of activities held in schools, universities
and cultural institutions, minority languages and media.
4. Case study: Sardinian languages
Sardinian languages in education system, visibility of Sardinian languages, Sardinian and other Sardinian languages in TV and
other media, linguistic identities, corpus planning, Sardinian in emigrant communities, The regional 22 / 2018 Law ‘Regulation
of Regional Linguistic Policy’.
The conference will include eight keynote speakers, a selection of oral presentations (20-minute presentations and 10-minute
discussions) and a poster session. The cultural associations working in the promotion and the protection of regional and
minority languages field will have poster slot sessions available to submit their proposals.
The designated scientific committee will select the abstracts submitted (for both the oral presentations and the poster sessions)
through an anonymous process of peer reviewing.
The abstracts must be no longer than a thousand words, including examples and references, and they must be submitted no
later than June 30th, 2019.
Acceptance notifications will be sent by July 31st, 2019.
Scientific committee: Luca Alfieri, Franco Fanciullo, Vittorio Ganfi, Gabriele Iannàccaro, Daniela Marzo, Simone Pisano, Matteo
Rivoira, Fiorenzo Toso, Maurizio Virdis.
Organization committee: Luca Alfieri, Angela Bianchi, Vittorio Ganfi, Fabio Luppi, Roberta Melazzo, Simone Pisano.
For more information contact and abstract submission see the link https://easychair.org/cfp/PPL-2019

GMU Magazine has been released with the contribution of all
academic staff and partners around the world, if you wish to
contribute higlighting any important news in accordance with the
line of the release, please do not haesitate to contact us sending an
email to i.reggiani@unimarconi.it

